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THE JOUENAL OF ISAAC NOEEIS, DUEING A TEIP 
TO ALBANY IN 1745, AND AN ACCOUNT OP A 
TEBATY HELD TIIEEE IN OCTOBEE OP THAT 
YBAE. 

[Isaac Norris, son of Isaac and Mary (Lloyd) Norris, of PMladelpliia, 
was born October 23, 1701. He was liberally educated and possessed 
high natural endowments. In 1727 he was chosen a Common Council- 
man of the city, and later an Alderman. After his father's death, in 
1735, he resided at "Fair Hill," where he passed his life in study, of 
which he was passionately fond, and in the service of the Province. 
He was elected to the Assembly in 1734, and for thirty years (half of 
which period as Speaker) he was an active, popular, and influential 
member. All parties respected his integrity, patriotism, and public 
spirit. In 1739 he married Sarah, a daughter of James Logan, of 
Stenton, their daughter Mary becoming the wife of John Dickinson. 
Isaac Norris died at "Fair Hill," July 13, 1766.] 

Journal. 

September, 174S. — George Clinton, Governor of New 
York, having received advices from the Commissioners of 
Indian Affairs at Albany; that the Indians of the Five 
Nations had been to Canada, and in a treaty with the 
French Government, had been requested to take up the 
hatchet, (as they call it,) against the English. Which re- 
quest was made by throwing a belt of wampum on the 
ground, vdth the figure of a hatchet wrought in it; and 
that some of the Indians had taken up the belt and told 
the Governor of Canada that they would carry it to the 
Councilors at Onondogo, where, after a conference with their 
Five Nations, they would return him their answer. Upon 
which, and some other advices relating to the Indians, Gov- 
ernor Clinton wrote to our Governor, who called the As- 
sembly, and the Governor and Assembly appointed Thomas 
Lawrence, Member of Council; John Kinsey, Speaker of 
Assembly; Isaac Norris, Member of Assembly; to go to 
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Albany as Commissioners from this province, to meet the 
Indians at a treaty appointed by the Governor of New 
York, to be held there on the 4* of October next. 

September 26, 174-5. — W% waited on the Governor, who 
delivered to Thomas Lawrence the Commission which he 
had executed and a Letter of Instructions under the Lesser 
Seal; and after about an hour's conference on that and 
other subjects, we parted, and in the evening I went home. 

September 27.^1 left Fair Hill about 10 o'clock, and 
called at Stenton, where I staid about half an hour ; then 
crossed to Frankford, where Charles Norris (with Sam, a 
negro,) staid for me. Charles went with me as far as 
Bristol, where we overtook our companions, Thomas Law- 
rence, John Kinsey, Commissioners; and Conrad "Weiser, 
Interpreter. Also James Eead, Lewis Williams, and John 
Lawrence. 

Charles Norris left us after dinner, and we proceeded 
on our journey, and in good time got to Trenton. Gov- 
ernor Morris sent us word at the ferry that he should be 
glad to see us. Upon which we called at his house on 
our way to Trenton, and after about half an hour's stay 
with the Governor, we walked to the town, where the 
Chief-Justice, Martyn "Worrell, supped with us. 

September 28. — Set out from Trenton about 9 o'clock. 
Dined at Kingston, and got early into Brunswick, where we 
lodged. 

September 29. — Left Brunswick about 9 o'clock. Dined 
at Elizabethtown Point, where we left our chaises and 
horses; and in the afternoon walked about three miles 
(after passing the ferry) on Staten Island, where we lodged. 

September 30. — Having hired Captain DeHart's boat, we 
got into her by 7 o'clock, and passed Kill Van Kill against 
the tide of flood, and with the remainder of the flood, and 
but little wind, we got to New York just as the tide was 
spent. Here we met Captain Abraham Tunda's sloop, 
with all our stores on board, waiting for us in the North 
River at Ellison's Dock, and we had scarcely got on board 
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before a slight wind sprung up ; so that without going on 
shore at New York we set sail against the ebb tide, and in 
the night anchored over against Verplank's, at the entrance 
of the Highlands. 

October 1. — Cold morning, and smart North "West wind. 
We turned at the flood, and anchored about half way 
through the Highlands. The wind continued in the night, 
and with the next flood we got through them, and came to 
anchor a little above the Fishkill. 

October 2. — The wind continuing against us, we turned 
up with the morning flood to Poughkeepsie, and with the 
night tide to Klince Sopus Island. 

October 3. — ^Fine southerly breeze, but very foggy. We 
got under sail pretty early, but not being able to see our 
way for the fog, we soon run aground, where we lay until 
11 o'clock A.M., when the wind still continuing fair, with a 
fresh breeze, and clear, fine weather, we had a very pleasant 
passage up to Albany, where we arrived about 12 o'clock at 
night. 

October 4- — This morning Stephen Bayard came on 
board our sloop, and soon after Philip Livingston, Jr., 
with an invitation to us (Commissioners) to lodge at his 
house, and then he went on shore to leave us to dress. 
After breakfast we dressed and went on shore — ^Philip 
Livingston staying for us at the river's side. We went on 
shore about 10 o'clock with Livingston, to his house. 
About 12 o'clock we went to the Governor of New York 
and showed him our Commission, which he ordered his 
Secretary to copy, and handed us the original. The Secre- 
tary brought us a copy, which we examined and signed. In 
the afternoon Lieutenant Governor Walcott and Colonel 
Stanley, Commissioners from Connecticut, came to Albany. 

October 5'.^This day Colonel Stoddard, Jacob Wendall, 
Samuel Wells, and Thomas Hutchinson, Commissioners 
from New England, came in. Dined at Eenssleur's, the 
Patroon's about a mile out of town. It being a general in- 
vitation to the Governor of New York and almost all the 
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gentlemen of the place, we had a large and plentiful dinner. 
In the evening some of the Indians desired to see us. "We 
gave them a dram, and told them we were glad to see 
them ; and then they went away. 

This day the Governor invited us to a meeting between 
him and the Indians, to bid them welcome. Before the 
Indians came in, the Q-overnor made some objections to our 
sitting or treating ^vith our hats on. "We (the other Com- 
missioners and Indians just coming in) chose to withdraw 
for the present. Thomas Lawrence staid. 

October 6. — Towards evening several Indians came to 
the tavern to see us. They told us two of the barrels of 
powder which were given last year at Lancaster, were dam- 
aged, and that both of them fell to the Cayougas ; and they 
desired we would consider of it, and hoped we would make 
them reparation. We told them the powder which was 
given last year, was given as well on the part of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland, as well as our province, and we could 
not tell whose powder it was that was damaged, and that as 
this was not a proper place to say more upon that head, we 
would leave it to be considered upon. To which they 
answered they were willing to put us in mind of it, and 
were content that it should rest under consideration. 

October 7. — This morning Murray came to our lodgings 
to request (from the Governor of New York) that we would 
attend a Committee of his Council, with the Commissioners 
from the other Colonies, in order to confer upon the heads 
proper to be said to the Indians ; and whether it would be 
most agreeable to the several Commissioners to treat jointly 
or separately with them. Murray and Horsmandon, of the 
Governor's Council, with all of the Commissioners from 
the several Colonies, met at about 10 o'clock, and after a 
conference of about two hours, we — Kinsey and myself — 
(treating with our hats on, as we afterwards did throughout 
the whole treaty,) agreed to treat separately for our province 
— all the others joining in one speech to be made by the 
Governor of N'ew York. But they desired we would let 
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one of our number be with them, upon drawing up what 
was to be said to the Indians. They produced, and read at 
this meeting, the heads of the speech proposed to the 
Governor, by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs — ^which 
was agreed by them to be the foundation of what the Gov- 
ernor should say. "We objected to their pressing the Indians 
to take up the hatchet immediately. 

October 8. — The Commissioners from New England and 
some of the Governor of New York's Council, examined 
five Indians, to endeavor to find out the author of the 
alarm among the Mohawks last winter. 

There was a report spread among the Mohawks last 
winter, that the English had agreed to cut them all off by 
surprise. 

October 9. — The Commissioners having yesterday sent for 
our Interpreter without asking our leave or consent, we 
ordered him if he was at any time afterwards sent for, not 
to go without having had an application first made to us. 
Upon which Murray, (one of the Governor's Council,) this 
morning came in the name of the Governor of New York, 
to excuse what had been already done ; and he desired our 
leave for our Interpreter to assist them this day, in their 
inquiry into the author of the alarm among the Mohawks — 
which we readily consented to. The Indians laid the origin 
of that false alarm upon one Andrew Petar, an old Dutch- 
man ; but the said Andrew denied on oath that he knew 
anything of it — and all believed him. It now appeared 
pretty clear that Indian Henry, a Mohawk, raised it. 

October 10. — Wq invited the Massachusetts and Connec- 
ticut Commissioners, and several gentlemen to dine with us, 
viz : Philip Livingston, Senior and Junior, Captain Ruther- 
ford, Lechmore, several gentlemen, and the Patroon, who 
did not come — ^the Governor of New York having invited 
him previously. Immediately after dinner, the Governor 
of New York spoke to the Indians in behalf of New York, 
Massachusetts, and Connecticut, (the speech was a very long 
one, and was penned by Horsmandon,) from the Patroon's 
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town house door, — the Indians on boards in the street. 
They finished about dusk. 

The speech was read (before the Governor spoke it,) to 
all the Commissioners from the several Colonies ; and we 
were invited to the treaty, but having before concluded it 
would be most advantageous for us to treat separately, and 
the Governor of New York having made some objections 
to our treating with our hats on, John Kinsey and myself 
declined going to it. 

October 11. — Having asked the Governor of ITew York to 
let us treat separately, and he consenting, we this day de- 
livered to him what we intended to say to the Indians. He 
said he would read it, and give us his sentiments to-morrow 
morning. 

October 1^. — The Governor of New York sent back our 
speech to the Indians, to which he said he had no objection. 

The Indians gave the Governor and Commissioners their 
answer. The ceremony of the hall being accommodated 
by the Governor and gentlemen from the other Colonies 
treating with their hats on, we went to this day's treaty. 
Dined, upon invitation, with the Massachusetts Commis- 
sioners. Towards evening we asked the Governor of New 
York to let us have the 14* instant to ourselves, to treat 
with the Indians — which he agreed to. 

Supped with Colonel Keyler, Mayor of Albany. 

October IS. — Thomas Lawrence, John Kinsey, myself, the 
Patroon, Philip Livingston Jr., James Read, and Lewis 
Evans, rode to the Cohoee Falls. We returned to the 
Patroon's about 4 o'clock P.M. where we all dined, and 
came to town in the evening. The Governor of New 
York gave his presents to the Indians about 10 o'clock 
A.M., and at night the Indians had a War Dance. 

October 14-. — The Massachusetts Commissioners having 
last night received an express, that a party of French and 
Indians had attacked a small fort in New England, at a place 
called the Great Meadow; they desired a hearing of the 
Governor of New York this morning. To which the 
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Grovernor invited us, and we went. The Commissioners of 
Massachusetts pressed the Governor closely, that he would 
call upon the Five Nations to take up the hatchet against 
the French and Canada Indians immediately. "Which the 
Governor declined, by saying that the outsettlements in 
l^ew York Colony are in no condition to resist an invasion 
at present; and therefore pressing the Five Nations to take 
up the hatchet immediately would only be to bring the war to 
our own doors ; which (considering their present situation,) 
he would not do, but that he would lay it before the As- 
sembly at their next sitting. Immediately after this meeting 
was over, we spoke to the Indians, and in the afternoon 
received their answer. 

In the evening the Governor of New York returned to 
New York. 

October 15. — This morning we sent for the Indians to 
give them some presents which we had got for them. 
About 10 o'clock A.M. we told them — ^by word of mouth 
only — ^to this effect : 

— That though we had spoken to them yesterday, yet we 
had this further to say : 

— That they had several belts in their hands from their 
Brother Onas, to which they had not yet given any answers, 
particularly in what related to Peter Chartiers, and the 
party which had gone against the Catawbas, which we 
recommended to them, that they would consider them as 
soon as possible, and bring us an answer in the spring. 

That when the Governor and Assembly sent us to treat 
with them they considered that the winter was approaching, 
and the Indians, our brethern, might be in want of some 
things necessary for them. Therefore they had ordered a 
sum of money to be laid out for their use, and we had ac- 
cordingly purchased and brought them some goods to 
clothe them ; and some powder and lead for them to supply 
themselves with provisions. 

— That this being all we had to say to them at this time, 
we wished them a good journey home. 
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They answered : 

That the aiSairs of Peter Chartiers and the Oatawbas 
were so mixed together that they could not seperate them, 
but that they would consider them both as soon as possible, 
and bring their answer in the spring. 

— That they wished Brother Onas well home, and made 
him a present of a few skins. There were several " Yo 
hahs," upon which we parted. 

Having this morning finished our treaty with the Indians, 
we left Albany about 12 o'clock, and about half past 1 
o'clock got aboard our sloop — which we had before sent 
over the Overslaugh, about five miles below Albany. Got 
under sail with a reefed mainsail, with a high N'orth West 
wind ; and at 6 o'clock got to Claverack, where we went on 
shore at our Captain's house, and supped there. In the 
night it blew very hard, so that we could not make sail. 

October 16. — Made sail about daylight, with a pretty high 
wind at North "West. Clear and cold. As the day rose it 
proved fine weather. The wind held until we came to 
Crum Elbow, at about 1 o'clock then it fell flat calm ; and 
in a little while a small, slight wind sprung up, with which, 
by the help of the tide, we got within about two miles of 
Doctor Coldon's house — about three miles short of the en- 
trance into the Highlands — ^where we came to anchor in 
the night. 

October 17. — Early this morning we put Lewis Wane 
ashore at Coldon's. Some small, variable winds about 
noon. As the tide failed we got to anchor about half way 
through the Highlands, (about two miles short of the place 
where we anchored at going up ;) where we went on shore, 
and with the afternoon tide got to Haverstraw. 

October 18. — ^Light breeze. We got under sail before day. 
It soon fell calm, and we tided it to Frederick Phillip's, 
where we went on shore, to a small fish-house by the river's 
side. Thomas Lawrence, going first on shore, saw Philip's 
son on the beach, but he did not ask him up to his father's 
house, about a quarter of a mile off", so after a little stay we 
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went aboard again. About 3 o'clock, with a small southerly 
breeze, we got under sail. Towards night it increased into 
a high wind, and made a deep sea. We anchored, at 9 
o'clock, about a mile from New York. 

October 19. — Early this morning we came to New York. 
Peter V. B. Livingston met us as the sloop came to the 
dock, and we all went up to breakfast with him. John 
Kinsey and myself dined with him. 

About 3 o'clock P.M. we set out, and crossed the bay 
mth a high South East wind, deep sea, and some rain. At 
5 o'clock we got to the Point House — ^where we lodged. 
"We left Thomas Lawrence and his son at New York. 

October W. — ^We set out about 8 o'clock. Dined at Bruns- 
wick, and at night reached Trenton Ferry. 

Cloudy until about 10 o'clock this morning, then clear 
and cool. Pine travelling weather, and good roads. 

At Brunswick we left Conrad "Weiser. 

October 21. — Clear. Pretty high North West wind. Cold. 
Set out about 8 o'clock this morning. As the day rose it 
grew cloudy and colder. About 2 o'clock I reached Fair 
Hill, and found my family in good health. 



